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A. V. 1 


Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty auhere with 
Chriſt hath made us Tree, and be not 
entangled again with the Toke of Bon- 
dage. 


HE Context has a various Reading, 
which it may not be amiſs to take 
notice of. The Alexandrine with 
other antient MSS, Verſions and 

Fathers join the Firſt words of my Text to the 
laſt of the preceding Chapter in this manner : 
C. IV. ult. ue 5 A Nel, or top mudiozus 
, ANN v EA TH Neuf I KXeigs 
nuds M⁰ν]τ) e; and then C. V. f. e S, 5 
wn maAw Cuya Jouxucy END. If this Reading 
be admitted, the Tranſlation of the whole paſ- 
ſage mult run: So then brethren we ure not chil- 
aren of the bond-woman, but of the Free-woman, by 
the freedom wherewith Chriſt hath made us free. 
Stand faſt therefore, and be not entangled again with 
the Toke of bondage. Dr. Mill, as well as Others, ap- 
proves of this Reading, for Reaſons which I have 
not now leiſure to produce. But it is certain, that 
| A, which 
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which Reading ſoever is prefer d, the meaning 

of our Apoſtle in Either of them is ſtill the ſame. 
The Galatiaus whom St. Paul had lately 
converted, had been miſled by ſome Judaizing 
Chriſtians into the Opinion that Circumciſion 
was neceſſary to Salvation. Theſe Zealots for 
the Jewiſh Conſtitution had almoſt perſuaded 
them out of their Chriſtian Liberty, and made 
them willing to ſubmit to Circumciſion, and 
to all the ritual Obſervances of the Jewiſh 
Church, as neceſſary ſtill to be kept under the 
new Occonomy of rhe Goſpel. They had been 
too eaſily prevailed on, tho' many things con- 
curred which might incline them to it: The 
Jewiſh Converts did ſtill obſerve the Law even 
after their Conyerſion : The Apoſtles continu- 
ing at Jeruſalem did themſelves frequent the 
Temple-worſhip: St. Paul himſelf enter'd into 
it in view of ſatisfying his Country- men, after 
having Shaved his Head, and perform'd the other 
Ritual Purifications required of ſuch as had a 
Vow. In the Cale before us, it might ſeem 
plauſible enough at firſt ſight to argue, that the 
Rite which God himſelf had Inſtituted and en- 
joyned to the Patriarch Abraham, and aftter- 
wards to the J/Yaelites or Fews in token of the 
Covenant which He made with them as 
his peculiar People, ſhould be retained in the 
Chriſtian Church, in token of the Covenant 
which Chriſt -had renewed to all the Secd of 
Abraham, 
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Abraham, in whom all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhould be bleſſed; to all the Heirs of that Faith 
by which He was juſtified. This was one of 
the carlicft Controverſies in the Church, agitat - 
ed with exceeding warmth, begun by ſome of 
the Phariſees, who notwithſtanding their Belief 
of Chriſtianity were ſtill Zealous for the Law. 
How weak is Humane Reaſon unguided by Re- 
velation in it's Sentiments of Religious Matters? 
The Apoſtles and Elders aſſembled at Feruſalem 
ſome few Years before, had with the Direction 
of the Holy Ghoſt, made a Determination 
expreſly contrary to this Doctrine: Act. XV. 
that They who from among the Gentiles were 
* turned to God, ſhould not be troubled with 
ce the Ritual Obſervances of the Law, except 
in four neceſſary Things; the Abſtaining from 
Mentis offered to Idols, and from Blood, and from 
things firangled, and from Fornication : from which 
(it is decreed) f they kept themſelves, they 
Should do well. 

The Apoſtle endeavours in this Epiſtle to con- 
vince the Galatiaus by many arguments of the 
Perniciouſneſs of this Error: Particularly from 
this conſideration; that by being circumciſed, 
they obliged or bound themſelves to perform 
the whole Law of Adoſes; this ceremony hav- 
ing \been appointed by Him, as a Sign and 
Token of that Obligation. I teſtifie, ſays He, 
W. 3. to (every man that is circumciſed, that He 
150 A. 2 — = 
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is a Debtor to the whole Law: the force of 
which aſſertion is; “I repeat here what I have 
* continually Preached and bore witneſs to, that 
«© Every one who yields to be circumciſed ac- 
* cording to the Inſtitutions of the Law of Mo- 
te (es, in obedience to the novel Doctrine, that 
* now under the Goſpel, there is no Salvation 
« without it; He is under an Obligation to the 
« whole Law, and is bound to perform every 
te jot and tittle of it; which certainly was an 

intolerable Yoke, whereto the State of Chri- 
ſtian Liberty is oppoſed in the Words of my 
Text. 

The Apoſtle ſhews the Galatians by his al- 
legorical Hiſtory in the preceding Chapter, that 
They who were Sons of Agar, 1. e. under the 
Law given at Mount Smaz, are in Bondage, 
and intended to be caſt out as ſhe and her Iſſue 
were; the Inheritance being deſigned for thoſe 
only, who are the free-born Sons of God, under 
the Spiritual Covenant of the Goſpel. This is 
the Ground of the Exhortation in my Text, 
to take carc to preſerve themſelves in that ex- 
ceedingly valuable State of Freedom. To the 

ſame purpoſe St. Peter expoſtulates with the Ju- 
daizers, Act. XV. 10. Now therefore why tempt ye 
God, to put a Toke upon the Neck of the diſciples, 
which neither our Fathers nor we were able to 
bear? Do ye call in doubt, whether God would 
have the Gentiles to be circumciſed, whom He 


hath 
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hath already elected and called, and to whom 
He hath given his Holy Spirit? * ye impoſe 
de upon their necks a Toke of Servitude, in attempt- 
*ing under Pretence of the Divine Authority 
«and of this Council, to transfer upon them a 
Neceſſity of keeping the Law, which never 
* had been obligatory to them, but only to the 
« tſraclites; and which it was a Task extremely 
« difficult for us or our Fathers to perform, be- 
© cauſe of the very great Number of it's Ritual 
“ Precepts: Would it not be exceeding hard 
and ſevere to impole ſo grievous a Burden up- 
eon ſuch, as God has left exempt and free 
e from it! 

If this Doctrine or Opinion were well ground- 
ed; Juſtification and Salvation would depend 
not upon Chriſt and his Inſtitutions, but upon 
the Performance of the whole Law; Obedience 
is transfer'd by it and turn'd back from Chriſt 
to Moſes; St. Paul therefore in the verſe fol- 
lowing my Text, ſays, F ye be circumciſed, 
Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. I who have 
« taught the Faith among you, do poſitively pro- 


« nouncc, that if you depend on Circumciſion 


© and legal Obſervances for Juſtification, Chriſt 
« will ſtand you in no ſtead: Ye fruſtrate and 
« annul the Benefits He has procur'd for you; 


« ye diſclaim all Right and Title to the Cove 


* nant of Grace. This Reaſoning is confirm'd 
in the III. Ch. by it's being ſhewn, that All 
who 
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who expect to be juſtified by the Law, without 
the Faith of Chriſt, are ſtill involvd under the 
Curſe which the Law it felf denounces for e- 
very Sin they are guilty of; and being guilty 
of {ome tranſgreſſion or other, they muſt ſtill 
remain liable to that Curſe, and ſo be far from 
being juſtified, The ſame is proved by that 
known teſtimony of Habablul. Chap. II. v. 4. 

e ſhall live by his Faith. Believers are 
juſtified according to the Terms of the Goſpel; 
whercas the Law makes no acconnt of Faith; 
it admits of no Juſtification, but on condition 
of legal Obedience, the performance of e- 
very thing required by it. It is evident then, 
that Chriſt hath Graciowlly interpoſed to take 
away the Curſe of the Law, by ſubmitting him- 
ſelf to the Curſe of hanging on a Tree. By 
this means the Favout beſtowed on Abraham, 
of being juſtificd by Faith and not by legal 
Obſervanccs, is communicated to the Gentiles, 
who believe in God as Abraham did. Juſti- 
fication therefore is not by the Law of Works, 
but by the Law of Grace; it is by the gracious 
Terms of the Goſpel-covenant; vir. a true Re- 
pentance and a ſincere Obedience. Upon the 
Whole then, What can be clearer, then that 
the Jews had no Title or Pretence to be the 
People of God, more then the Gentiles had 
under the Meſſinh? T Their lineal Extraction from 
their Father Abraham gave them no higher 
a 
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a Ground of Glorying now, nor of eſteeming 
themſelves as placed above them in the time of 
the Goſpel. Becauſe even Abraham himſelf was, 
juſtified by Faith, and fo had not whereof ta 
glory: For He who is freely juſtified, who is 
graciouſly Pardoned; He who recciveth Right- 
couſneſs as a Gift, hath no reaſon to Glory, 
but only He who attaineth it by Works. It 
cannot indeed be denied, that They alone 
who had Faith, were regarded in the ſight of 
God, as the Sced of Abraham, to whom the Pro- 
miſe was made; How can it be queſtion'd then, 
that the Bleſſing of Juſtification was intended 
for the Gentiles and was beſtowed on them as 
well as on the Jews, and upon the very ſame 
Ground, the Righteouſneſs of Believing ? 

The Doctrine of Chriſtian Freedom from the 
Jewiſh Rights being of ſuch importance; I 
ſhall accommodate it to the Ground of this 
Day's Solemnity, after having cleared it from 
the Miſinterpretations, as well as pointed out 
the Encroachments which have been made up- 
on it. 

I. Chriſtian Liberty is not a Licenſe to Sin. 
Many of the SeQaries incline and give into this 
Notion ; that the Law, by which they ordinarily 
mean the Law of Nature, 1s abrogated by Chrift, 
who hath ſet us Free from any neceſſary Obli- 
cation to obſerve it. They would ground this 
ſtrange Opinion upon ſome expreſſions of St. 

Paul, 
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Paul, where he aſſerts our being freed from 
the Ritual Obſervances of the Molaic Law; and 
confirm it by Inferences drawn from the Do- 
Arines of Abſolute Decrees and irreſiſtible Grace. 
They fondly imagine Sin to be hereby anni- 
hilated, and that an elect ſet of Men may be 
ſpotleſs, notwithſtanding the Irregularities of 
their Lives. This groſs Error ſprung from miſ- 
taking the Apoſtle's meaning in divers paſlages, 
is what He has particularly guarded againſt in 
this very Chapter: Where from the mention 
of the Liberty, to which Men are called under 
the Goſpel, he takes occalion to caution them in 
the uſe of it; exhorting them toa true Chriſtian 
or Spiritual Life; ſhewing the difference and 
contraricty between That and a carnal Life, and 
aſſuring them, that though the Goſpel be a ſtate 
of Liberty from the Bondage of the Law, yet that 
this Liberty ought not to be miſtaken, as afford- 
ing an opportunity, in the abuſe of it, of ſatiſ- 
fying the Luſt of the Fleſh ; that the Obligation 
being to ſerve one another in love; and the 
whole Law of Duty towards Others being to 
Love our Neighbour as our ſelves; it is directly 
oppoſite to theſe Laws zo bite and tear, or devour 
one another: that if we be conducted by the light 
that is in our minds, We ſhall not give up our 
ſelves to the works of the Fleſh, whole incli- 
nations and deſires and impulſes are contrary to 
' thoſe of the Spirit, They are manifeſt (lays he) 


[ach 
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ſuach As theſe; Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanne ſs, 
Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Enmity, Quar- 
rels, Emulations, Animoſities, Strife, Seditions, Sects, 


Env 77 Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and 


ſuch like; They who are guilty of theſe cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God. They who prac- 
tiſe the contrary Vertues do belong to Chriſt, 
and are his Members and have crucified the 
fleſh with it's affections and luſts. 

The ſame Doctrine is taught by our Apoſtle 
on another occaſion, Rom. VI, where having 
magnified the Free Grace of God, whereby Men 
having loſt their original Immortality by the 
Sin of Adam, were again through Chriſt reſto- 
red to that Privilege : from whence a wrong 
Inference had been drawn, to miſlead the Gen- 
tile Converts, viz. Therefore let us continue in 
Sin, that Grace may abound: He ſhews, that the 
Contrary of This ſhould have been the Infe- 
rence; that cven the Ceremony of Baptiſm, 
wherein they were typically buried with Chriſt, 
might teach them, that they ought to dhe to Sin, 
and riſe again to Righteouſneſs, as He roſe to live to 
God. Nothing but Death was the Wages of Sin. 
A ſincere endeavour after Righteouſneſs, tho' not 
attain'd to, would deſpoil Sin of it's Dominion, 
which ſhould not bring Death upon them : 
Becauſe they were not under the Law, by which 
Death was allotted to every Tranſgreſſion; But 
under Grace, which by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt , 
BI... B juſtificd 
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juſtified them from their many Tranſgreſſions 
unto Life Eternal. 

II. Freedom from the Bondage of the Moſaic 
Law, docs not infer the unlawfulneſs of com- 
plying with ſuch Ceremonies or Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitutions, as tend only to preſerve Decen- 
cy and Order in the Public Worſhip. God gave 
Moſes as a Law-giver to the Jewiſh People, 
who in his Law, according to the ſtrictneſs of 
his fidelity, defined and limited all the minuteſt 
circumſtances of the Jewiſh Worſhip; and in 
conſtituting the Tabernacle, the Type of the 
Chriſtian Church, He ordered and faſhioned all 
things exactly according to the Pattern which 
was ſhewed to him in the Mount. Undoubtedly 
God would have the Jewith People to be under 
that Maſterſhip and Diſcipline in the Moſaic 
School, as a certain Yoke of Servitude or Bond- 
age, whereby they might be ſo kept and re- 
ſtrain'd within the limits of Duty, as that very 
few things might be left free to them. But now 
ſince Jeſus Chriſt, the molt faithful Interpreter 
of his Father's Will, has himſelf made excceding 
tew Laws of Ritcs and Ceremonies, we rightly 
gather, that in the Modes of Worſhip it is per- 
mitted and lawful for all Churches and their 
Governors to preſcribe and eſtabliſh, according 
to the propriety of times and places, ſuch things 
as may ſcem moſt uſeful and ſubſervient to Or- 
der, Decency, Edification and Peace. The cele- 

| brated 
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brated Canon of our Apoſtle requires all This: 
In the Place where he gives it, 1 Cor. XIV, 
He thus admoniſhes them in regard to their de- 
cent and orderly Exerciſing of their Spiritual 
Gifts: For God is not the Amthor of Confuſion, but 
of” Peace, as in all churches of the Saints. Can 
this Peace be ſetled without Rules, or Forms and 
Circumſtances? Muſt not the Church be in- 
veſted with ſuch a Power as to be able to pre- 
vent or appeaſe the Hatreds, Quarrels, Contu- 
melies, Tumults, which might otherwiſe ariſe 
from different Modes of Worſhip? Are not 
both the Parts and the Times of Divine Wor- 
ſhip to be ſo diſpoſed, as may ſeem moſt con- 
ducive to the Glory of God and the Edification 
of the Church? Decency is oppoſed to Vanity, 
SordidneſsLuxury ; Order to Confuſion and 
Diſturbance. Laws in regard to theſe muſt be 
eſtabliſh'd every where. Obedience is Strictly 
enjoyned to the Rulers and Governours of the 
Church, who have the Right of leading, per- 
ſuading, inſtructing, but not compelling; for 
this very End among others, that the Things 
which they ſhall eſtabliſh as decent and orderly 
in Public Worſhip, may be obſerved and com- 
plied with: No Church can ſubſiſt without this 
Power. All Churches have claimed and ex- 
erciſed it from the Times of the Apoſtles. The 
great Ends which are ſecured and preſerved by 
it, may be eaſily diftinguiſhed from ſuch Tyran- 
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12 ASERMON Preachd before 
nical Edicts as bind Men's Conſciences with 
Precepts as neceſſary in themſelves. The pious 
Laws of the Church are quite another thing, 
being ſerviceable to Decorum and ſeemlineſs; 
Order and Diſcipline being contained in them: 
They do not bind the Conſcience, preciſely and 
againſt every event, to the very things which are 
indifferent; but not to contemn the Will of the 
Law-giver, not to occaſion offence and Scandal: 
theſe are the neceſſary Duties of Charity; Thefe 
by virtue of the Divine Law arc for ever to 
be obſerved. | 

III. The many Ccremonies of the Church of 
Rome, ſeem very much to encroach upon our 
Chriſtian Liberty, being a Yoke not much light- 
cr than that of the Moſaic Law. The Bloody 
Rite of Circumciſion, it is true, is in one re- 
ſpect heavier than thoſe of that Church, be- 
cauſe of the Pain attending it: But if the Num- 
ber and Variety of them be conſidered, we 
{hall find them not to come behind the Jewiſh. 
The outward Pomp and ſhew and the glitter- 
ing ſplendor of Theſe She has principally im- 
itated. She has indeed wantoned, regaled, been 
luxurious in making new Laws and in paſling 


beyond the Bounds which the Word of God ha+ 


had ſet. We deſervedly condemn ſuch Tyranny 
in Human Conſtitutions, as by innumerable 
Edits and immoderate Exaction of them, has 
wonderfully tortured wretched Conſciences, and 

as 
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as it were by half burying Chriſt, has brought 
Divine things back to the Jewiſh Figures; ſo 
that We do not without rcaſon accuſe that 
Church of erecting a kind of Judaiſm, which 
Chriſt had aboliſhed, in her Worſhip. Why are 
theſe outward Obſervances cultivated without 
Number, in Maſſes, Proceſſions, Exorciſms, Poſ- 
tures, Chriſms, Cringes, Veſtments frequent- 
ly changed in the ſame Service, ceremonies 
not underſtood, a kind of Theatrical Scene or 
Magical Inchantment; when they can ſerve no 
higher Ends, then to amuſe the Eye of the 
Beholder, or to attract Veneration to the Mini- 
ſter, or to promote the Ends of Avarice by 
procuring to him filthy Lucre? Indeed a good 
Number of theſe Rites ſhould be reſcinded, if 
it wcre only to hinder a profane and Sacrilegious 
Marketing or Trading from being exerciſed in 
the Church. The Spiritual Worſhip of God 
under Moſes was ſhaded and in a manner in- 
volved in a multitude of Ceremonies, which be- 
ing aboliſhed, there ought to be a greater Sim- 
plicity, as well as a Spirit and Truth of Wor- 
ſhip, an eſſential Devotion, a, vital and real 
ſervice. Our Lord told the Woman of Samara, 
that He, the Meſſiah being come, there was an 
end of confining Divine Worſhip to that Moun- 
tain or to the Temple at Jeruſalem ; that hence- 
forward the true Worſhipers ſhould Worſhip the 
Father in Spirit and in Truth. If this Diſſimi- 
f 5 | litude 
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litude be confounded, the Order is overthrown, 
which Chriſt has Inſtituted and Eſtabliſhed. If 
fome Ceremonies be uſeful as a Help, they ſhould 
be ſuch as ſerve to illuſtrate Chriſt and his Doc- 
trine, not to obſcure him: Few Ceremonies 
have been given us by Divine Inſtitution, and 
Thoſe not at all laborious or painful, that they 
may repreſent Chriſt as preſent to his Church. 
The great Number among the Jews was re- 
preſentative of Him abſent, not indeed in his 
Vertue or Power, but in the manner of their 
ſignification. If a duc Meaſure be retained, a 
proper Limit kept, in the appointment of in- 
different things; they muſt be Few in Number, 
Eaſy to be obſerved, and have a juſt Dignity, 
an evident Clearneſs in regard to What they 
ſignify or repreſent. 

IV. The Church of Rome's impoſing Doctrines 
to be believed as neceſſary to Salvation, which 
have no foundation in Scripture, is an into- 
lerable Yoke, worſe than that of the Moſaic 
Law. Our Church in her VI;hþ Article makes 
ce this Declaration. Holy Scripture containeth 
e all things neceſſary to Salvation: So that 
«what is not read therein, nor may be proved 
« thereby, is not to be required of any Man, 
e that it ſhould be believed as an Article of 
e the Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſlary 
ce to Salvation. The Scripture indeed is the on- 
ly Rule of Faith, the only Rule of Divine 

Truth 
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Truth; All Doctrines muſt be tricd by this 
Touchſtone. All the Queſtions of Controver- 
ſy which have ariſen in the Church, have been 
grounded upon taking different ſenſes of Scrip- 
ture, which is a plain Confeſſion on all Sides, 
That this is the only true Rule of Determin- 
ing, We who have reformed from the Errors 
of Rome are obliged to have Recourſe to no 
other Authority beſides This, and to define No- 
thing but what This evidently ſhews. If a point 
of Faith or Doctrine be propoſed as deduced 


from hence, We muſt go to the ſacred Foun- 


rains to fee whether it be purely and genuinely 
derived from them, excluſively of which no In- 
fallibility is to be found. Popes ( ſays the 
Learned Chillizgworth) are againſt Popes, Coun- 
te cils againſt Councils, ſome Fathers againſt o- 
© thers, the ſame Fathers againſt themſelves, a 
© Conſent of Fathers of one Age againſt a Con- 
© ſent of Fathers of another Age. — No Tra- 
ce dition but only of Scripture, can derive it 
« felf from the Fountain; but may be plainly 
«proy'd, either to have been brought in, in 
« ſuch an Age after Chriſt ; or that in ſuch an 
«age it was not in. In a word, there is no 
e ſufficient certainty but of Scripture only, for 
«< any conſidering man to build upon. Ch. VI. 

Set. 56. 
It cannot be conteſted, that Controverſies 
have been numerous in almoſt every Age, by 
| . 8 which 
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which not only Charity has been diminiſhed, 
violated, extinguiſhed; but matters of Faith have 
been puzled with obſcurity, the Learned Duſt 
of the Schools having been ſometimes ſo thick 
as hardly to be ſeen through: nor can it be 
denied that as Temporal Power and Humane 
Authority have ariſen to a more clevated Height, 
a Regard has been too frequently had to, World- 
ly Proſpects: A very eminent Inftance hereof, 
without recurring to others, we have in the Pon- 
tificat. The firſt Biſhops of Rome made no far- 
ther Pretences to Authority, then what did ne- 
ceſſarily belong to their Epiſcopal Office; of feed- 
ing the Flock of Chriſt, which was committed 
to their care. The Terror of Perſecutions van- 
iſhing and Chriſtianity becoming triumphant, the 
Biſhop of the Imperial City began to ſhine with 
ſome Luſtre; his Juriſdiction by the common 
conſent of the Fathers was extended over the 
ſuburbicarian Regions, reaching to the diſtance 
of one hundred miles from Rome; and This for 
a long time was the utmoſt Extent of his 
Claim. But the Seat of the Eaſtern Empire, 
upon the Diviſion of the whole, being fixed at 
Conſtantinople, the Biſhop of that See began to 
regard himſelf as upon a level with his Bro- 
ther of Rome; who not enduring to demit 
from ſuch an exalted Eminence, as the admit- 
ting of a Rival would imply; ſoon took it 
into his head to conſider that St. Peter had 

| | „ 
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been at Rome, and he reſolved to lay full Claim 
to all the Prerogatives, Powers, Privileges, which 
he imagined, might in any wiſe appertain or be 
aſcribed to that Prince or greateſt of the A- 
poſtles. He could then reign without a Riyal, 
and aſſume the moſt glorious Titles as His Suc- 
ceſſor. He arrogated to Himſelf what our Lord 
had ſaid to Peter and commented thereon to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of a complete Supremacy. 
He muſt be the Rock of infallibility upon which 
the Church is built; altho' that Rock by an 
alluſion to Peter's Name, was quite another 
thing; vis. Peter's Noble Confeſſion of Chriſt's 
being the Son of the Living God. The Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven muſt have been given 
peculiarly to Him, as the Fountain of all Ecclc- 
ſtaſtical Power, altho' they were communicated 
not to Peter only, but to all the Apoſtles alſo, 
and to their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry to the 
End of the World. He muſt be the Univer- 
ſal Paſtor of the Church, Chriſt's Vicar upon 
Earth; becauſe Chriſt had thrice ordered Peter 
to feed his Flock, his Lambs and his Sheep : evi- 
dently ſtirring up his Zeal and diligence in the 
Diſcharge of his Paſtoral Othce, and repcating 
the Exhortation thrice, to remind Peter of his 
having thrice denied Him. 

V. The Church of Rome's impoſing Doctrines 
and Practices contrary to Scripture, or mani- 
feſtly abſurd, is downright Impicty and Apoſta- 
EEE C 
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cy. Our Bleſſed Saviour had ſaid in the Inſti- 
tution of the Euchariſt, of the Bread; This is 
my Body ; as well as of the Cup; This is my Blood : 
figuring thereby his Body dead, as well as his 
Blood poured out in the expiatory Sacrifice 
which He offered to take away the Sins of the 
World, But behold ! here is now the greateſt 
of Myſteries: the Elements, notwithſtanding the 
cleareſt Evidence of our Senſes, are miracu- 
louſly changed. All Senſe, all Reaſon muſt be 
ſtifled ; Here is the very Body which ſuffer'd at 
Feruſalem, which is now in Heaven, which is 
in numberleſs Places of the World at the ſame 
time, whereſocver a Pricſt is ready at hand, to 
mutter the Conſecration. The Wafer is then 
a God ; It is adored as a God with the loweſt 
Proſtrations; It is honour'd with the higheft 
kind of Worſhip, that of ar, the very groſ- 
teſt of Idolatry. But how great and reſplend- 
cnt is the ſuppoſed Power of Him, at whoſe 
Word and Nod a God is made! I might go on 
to inſtance how the Public Exerciſes of Reli- 
gion are enervated and confounded by being 
performed in an unknown tongue. It one Lan- 
guage only were neceſſary for Liturgies through- 
out the World, the Greek of all others might 
claim the preference, which had the moſt an- 
cient Liturgies written in it, and wherein the 
New Teſtament it ſelf was originally written. 
zut the Truth is, Latin being underſtood in the 
Weſtern 
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Weſtern World by the Extenſiveneſs of the 
Roman Empire, it was neceſſary, that the firſt 
Liturgies of theſe Churches ſhould be in that 
Language: which gradually going into diſuſe, 
yet Superſtition would not ſuffer it to be al- 
tered to what was vulgar. A greater Majeſty 
is ſuppoſed to be in the Offices from their not 
being underſtood ; the Prieſt is more regarded 
as a Mediator, or intruſted Interceſſor with God, 
who alone performs all things with God in be- 
half of the People: For theſe cauſes, this abſurd 
Worſhip is kept np, wherein the People, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, bear no ſhare, and cxpretlly con- 
trary to the Doctrine of St. Paul in 1 Cor. Chap. 
XIV, throughout which he fully condemns and 
expoſes this unedifying Practice. I might ask a 
Reaſon of that wicked Cruclty, which keeps 
the Sacred Books allo in an unknown tongue, 
and denies the uſe of them to the People; 
whoſe Duty it is to ſearch them, and who juſtly 
lay claim to this Sacred Poſſeſſion as a Chriſti- 
an's Birthright: The Dread of Hereſies may be 
alledged; the true Reaſon is, the Fear of a prompt 
Diſcovery of Errors and Corruptions. I ſhall not 
inſiſt on the other Inſtances : ſuch as denying 
the Cup to the Laity, and thereby perverting the 
very inſtitution of the Euchariſt, an eſſential 
Part whercof is, Commemorating the Blood 
of Chriſt a&uall W ſhed for us: nor on the A- 
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ing Saints; which ſuppoſes finite Creatures 
preſent every where, and appointed Interceſſors 
with God; in diminution of the Glory of our 
great High Prieſt, as well as of God himſelt, 
who alone is the proper Object of our Wor- 
ſhip. Laſtly, I ſhall not inveigh againſt the no- 
torious Practice of Worſhipping Images by Kiſ- 
ſings, Cringings, Proſtrations and Prayers ſaid be- 
fore them: nor the Abuſe of Croſſes which 
arc adored continually, and uſed frequently as 
a Spell: nor Relicks, both imaginary and ab- 
ſurd ; nor many Others which can only tend to 
the Nurture and Increaſe of an amazing Super- 
ſtition. The View we have taken is ſufficient 
to prove, that the Church of Tome in theſe 
caſes acts directly contrary to the Authority of 
Scripture, that She cauſes the greateſt Abſurdi- 
tics to be ſwallowed, and that conſequently 
She is guilty of downright Impiety and Apoſta- 
cy. Surely all This is a much greater Toke of 
Bondage, than all the Ritual Obſervances which 
Moſes had enjoyned. 

VI. And Laſtly, The Perſecuting Spirit of the 
Church of Rome, is not only inconſiſtent with 
our Chriſtian, but even with our Civil Liber- 
ty allo, being an introduction of Tyrannical and 
Arbitrary Power, without which, Perſecution 
cannot effectually be carried on. 

That Church is fo intoxicated with Her boaſt- 
cd Infallibility, that to ſecure the Intereſts of it, 

She 
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She aſſumes an Authority of diſpenſing with 
ſome of the moſt Solemn Laws which God hath 
given us, cither by Nature or Revelation. The 


Rules of Humanity, the Obligations of Juſtice, 


the Duties of Mercy and Charity muſt bend and 
even vaniſh, if they ſtand in competition with this 
Darling Principle. Whoſoever of her Sons dares 
call any of her Decrees in queſtion, or preſume 
to make the leaſt Pretenſions to the Freedom 
where with Chriſt hath made us Free, or attempt 
even for himſelf and in private only, to ſhake 
off ſomewhat of the Toke of her Bondage, muſt 
be puniſhed, ruined, extirpated, as ſoon as known, 
with an outrageous Cruelty, miſcalled an Holy 
Zeal. See the Rods and Axes, the admirable 
Accommodations of Priſons and Tortures and 
Gallies in ſome of our Neighbour-Nations ; See 
the amazing Horrors, the unparallell'd Barbari- 
ties, the even wanton Cruelties of the Inquiſi- 
tion in Others! Theſe diſmal Efforts of bitter 
Zeal and fiery Perſecution could never be exert- 
ed or allowed of, amidſt a Free People: Princes 
therefore muſt be made Arbitrary, and the Li- 
berties of whole Nations ſubverted, if they ſtand 
in the way of Popery, Theſe muſt be bred up 
and ſupported in Principles of Tyranny and Bi- 
gotry, that ſo the Holy Cauſe may be trium- 
phant without entertaining the leaſt Dread of 
Oppoſition. All things ſurcly muſt ply and bend 
to the deſpotic ſway of an abſolute n 

under 
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under whom no Rights and Privileges can be 
maintained as Sacred and Inviolable. His Will 
and Pleaſure muſt be unlimited, unreſtrain'd, 
and above all Laws; and Theſe muſt be ſuperſed- 
ed and diſpenſed with, whenſoever they appear to 
have a contrariety or are oppoſite to That. It 
cannot be denied, that if Civil Liberties be ſafe 
and flouriſhing, the Ravages of Perſecution can- 
not be carried on to effect: Becauſe Privileges 
will be pleaded and Immunities will be aſſert— 
ed and vindicated to gain Protection. Is it im- 
proper to reflect, to how many Diſtreſſes, In- 
juries, Oppreſſions, Calamities, the Subjects of 
of an abſolute Prince, eſpecially if a wicked 
man, are continually obnoxious ; cither through 
the Ends of his Paſſions, or to ſerve the ſepa- 
rate Intereſts of his Cabinet, or to appeaſe his 
inextinguiſhable Thirſt of a Falſe Glory? It is 
evident that the Prince who governs his Peo- 
ple by Law, confining himſelf within the Li- 
mits of it, is Happy, and He makes his People 
Happy: They enjoy all the Advantages of a deſ- 
potic Sovercignty without it's Miſeries: Their 
Induſtry is excited and encouraged by the Safe- 
ty of their Property : They will be continually 
making great Advances in Trade and Com- 
merce, the Springs of Opulence and Politeneſs: 
They muſt regard Him as their common Fa- 
ther and Benefactor, and He will delight in their 
Proſperity, and Glory in their- Greatneſs as his 
_ Own, 
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Own. The affecting Encomium which Davis 
gives of Saul, may truly be applied to ſuch a 
Prince: Ie Daughters of 424. — He hath cloathed 

lights; he hath put om or- 
naments of gold upon your apparel. Theſe with in- 
numerable others are the Happy Conſequences 
of Ruling and Reigning by Law. Certainly 
Law is the Eſtabliſhment of Order; the Preſer- 
vative of Juſtice, Fidelity and Truth; the Prop 
and Sanction of every Vertue. © Of Law ( fays 
«the incomparable Mr. Hookey in a kind of Di- 
te vine Rapture) no leſs can be acknowleged, than 
ce that her Seat is in the Boſom of God, her 
c Voice the Harmony of the World; that all 
« things in Heaven and Earth do her Homage; 
ce the very Leaſt, as feeling her Care, and the 
« Greateſt as not exempt from her Power; both 
«© Angels, and Men and Creatures of what kind 
« ſoever, though Each in different ſort and man- 
« ner, with one Uniform Conſent , admiring 
cher, as the Mother of their Peace and Joy. 
L Eccleſ, Polit. End of B. 1ft. ] 

Surely We cannot but perceive and feel our 
own proſperous Condition; fince by the Ble(- 
ſing of God, we cnjoy both Chriſtian and Ci- 
vil Liberty in ſo great a degree; which arc 
enſured to us by the happy Succeſſion of his 
Majeſty to the Throne as upon this day. 

The Church of England is the Glory of the 
Reformed Churches, The Goſpel is taught by 


her 
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her in it's greateſt Purity; her Hierarchy is form- 
ed upon the Apoſtolical Model; her Ceremo- 
nics are few, ſignificant, and not burdenſome; 
her Liturgy is admirably well ſuited to the Pur- 
poſes of a true and Spiritual Worſhip. with- 
out the leaſt approaches to any kind of Idolatry 
or Superſtition. The Holy Scripture is her on- 
ly Rule of Faith, and She appeals to it as the 
Touchſtone of all her Doctrines. 

Our Civil Liberty is founded and eſtabliſhed 
upon the Laws, which the Regal Authority ex- 
ecutes. By theſe We are exempt and free from 
the grievous Exactions and Oppreſſions of Deſ- 
potic Power: The King can do no wrong; He 
may diſſeize no Man, (as the Lawyers ſpeak,) 
Even his Exigencies cannot be ſupplied with- 
out our own Conſent given by Repreſentatives. 
The Laws ſhelter us from the Attacks of thoſe 
Men, whoſe Luſts and Paſſions neither Reaſon 
nor Religion can reſtrain : an Appeal lying to 
Theſe againſt the moſt outragious and Power- 
full Oppreſſor. By the influence of theſe our 
Manners are regulated, cultivated, poliſhed, and 
all the Arts of Civil Lite are taught, to render 
us agrecable and uſeful to Each other: To 
theſe eſpecially We owe aſcertained Opportu- 
nities of appearing before God to Worſhip and 
to Praiſe him, to hear his holy Word, to par- 
take of his Sacraments, to be inſtructed and di- 
reed in the Rules and ways of Righteouſneſs, 
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conducive to the Peace of this Life as well as 
to the Joy of the Life Everlaſting. 

Shall ſuch accumulated Bleſlings be overlook' d 
and deſpiſed by thoſe who with or endeavour 
the Reſtitution of Popery and Arbitrary Pows-' 
er? For, can they reaſonably propoſe any other 
End, when this inevitably would be the Con- 
ſequence of an Attempt Succeſsful to their 
Wiſhes? Do not the Managements of that un- 
happy Prince, fully prove this, wholc illegal and 
oppreſſive Proceedings in behalf of Popery, did 
fill the Breaſts of our Fathers with ſo much Con- 
cern and Anguiſh and Horror, asto cauſe them 
to ſee, in ſpight of their utmoſt Tendernels, 
the abſolute neceſſity of concurring in the Re- 
volution ? 

We have undoubtedly Reaſon to fulfill the 
Duty of this day, in putting up our Solemn 
Prayers, our holy Vows and ardent wiſhes for 
a Bleſſing upon the King, and for the Conſer- 
vation of Him and the Royal Family: Suppli- 
cations for Kings are in effect, for all kinds of 
Temporal Felicity: Is not the Bleſſing of a good 
and proſperous Reign to be reckoned among 
ſuch as are the moſt univerſally agrecable and 
entertaining ? All Europe has an Eye upon King 
GEORGE, as holding the Ballance of Power 
in it, and promoting a General Tranquillity. He 
is continually watchtul for the Good of his Peo- 
ple. We of this Learned Body have been * 
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of his Beneficence to ſuch, a, reſplendent. degree, 
as is above the Example of any of His Royal 
Predeceſſors. It were needleſs to inſiſt upon the 
Inſtances of it before our Eyes : either thg, ad- 
mirable Library which He has given us, or, his 
Fncouragement to the Beautiful. Structure found: 
ed upon that Gift: as well. as, hig magnificent 
Eſtabliſhment of a Profeſſor, in, Each of theſe. 
Famous Univerſities, the better to qualify Men, 
of literature for the Diſcharge, of Public Em 
ployments: It would not be difficult by parti- 
calar Inſtances to exemplify. his general Good- 
neſs towards his People. But I venture to, af- 
firm and predict that He and. his Houle, are and, 
will be under God, the Author of all Good,, 
the happy Inſtruments of the Proſperity of Great 
Britain. So many flouriſhing Branches ſprung 
from his Royal ſtem naturally ſuggeſt, This. Theſe 
are ſuch, Pledges. of the Divine Favour as, may 
encourage us with the comfortable Proſpect of 
not wanting One of this illuſtrious Line to a- 
dorn the Britiſh Throne; to deliver down to 
our Poſterity the Invaluable Bleſſings We are 
poſſeſſed of; and to hinder us from being again 
entangled with. the Toke of Bondage from which we 
were at firſt, freed by the Reformation; and a- 
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of that renowned, Queen, of, the Royal. Fa- 
mily of Great Britain , who abandoned Io 
o- 
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Glories of a; Crown, and even ſuffered; the loſs 
of all things, for the ſake. of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, become under God, the moſt Powerful | 
Protector and Defender of it, in reigning over 

a free and an opulent People. We conclude. 
as there is the greateſtReaſon, with Praying, that 
all Enterprizes, either againſt. the King, or his. 
Houſe, or againſt our Religion and Libertics, 
may periſh and be brought to nought, 
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